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Course Description:

AP Human Geography is an elective course that introduces high school students to college-level introductory human geography or

cultural geography. The content is presented thematically and is organized around the discipline’s main subfields: economic

geography, cultural geography, political geography, and urban geography. The approach is spatial and problem oriented. Case studies

are drawn from all world regions, with an emphasis on understanding the world in which we live today. Historical information serves

to enrich analysis of the impacts of phenomena such as globalization, colonialism, and human–environment relationships on places,

regions, cultural landscapes, and patterns of interaction. Specific topics with which students engage include the following:

- problems of economic development and cultural change

- consequences of population growth, changing fertility rates, and international migration

- impacts of technological innovation on transportation, communication, industrialization, and other aspects of human life

- struggles over political power and control of territory

- conflicts over the demands of ethnic minorities, the role of women in society, and the inequalities between developed and

developing economies

- explanations of why location matters to agricultural land use, industrial development, and urban problems

- the role of climate change and environmental abuses in shaping the human landscapes on Earth

The goal for the course is for students to become more geoliterate, more engaged in contemporary global issues, and more informed

about multicultural viewpoints. They will develop skills in approaching problems geographically, using maps and geospatial

technologies, thinking critically about texts and graphic images, interpreting cultural landscapes, and applying geographic concepts

such as scale, region, diffusion, interdependence, and spatial interaction, among others. Students will see geography as a discipline

relevant to the world in which they live; as a source of ideas for identifying, clarifying, and solving problems at various scales; and as

a key component of building global citizenship and environmental stewardship.

Students will take the College Board Advanced Placement Human Geography exam on MAY 5, 2022 (AM test) for the possibility of

receiving college course credit.* You are responsible for researching colleges to determine what score is needed for credit.

Course Objectives and Skills:

1. Use maps to analyze spatial data;

2. Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places;

3. Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes;

4. Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places.

Units of Study:

Unit 1 (2-3 weeks): Thinking Geographically 8-10% of AP Exam Weight

Unit 2 (4-5 weeks): Population and Migration 12-17% of AP Exam Weight

Unit 3 (4-5 weeks): Cultural Patterns and Processes 12-17% of AP Exam Weight

Unit 4 (4-5 weeks): Political Patterns and Processes 12-17% of AP Exam Weight

Unit 5 (4-5 weeks): Agriculture and Rural Land-Use 12-17% of AP Exam Weight

Unit 6 (4-5 weeks): Cities and Urban Land-Use 12-17% of AP Exam Weight

Unit 7 (4-5 weeks): Industrial and Economic Development 12-17% of AP Exam Weight

* Approximate time frames only. Remaining time prior to the AP Exam will be spent on review. Time after the exam will be spent on a project.

The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. For any inquiries
regarding nondiscrimination policies contact the Superintendent's Department, 20402 N. 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85027. 623.445.5000.
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At the conclusion of each unit, students will take a test modeled after the AP exam which will include multiple choice questions and

at least one Free Response Question (FRQ) that consists of no less than seven parts.

Grading:

Classwork and Homework 30%

Assessments 70%

The traditional A-F grade scale will be followed.

Test Corrections Policy: Students will have the opportunity to either retake or complete test corrections summative assessments. In

order to qualify for a retake opportunity, students must complete all assignments for the assessed unit to a level of mastery (80%)

before retaking or remediating the unit assessment

Absences and Late Work Policy:

All learning materials and assignments are in Canvas. Do NOT email Mrs. King OR come to class asking what was done in your

absence. I will clarify instructions if you need assistance AFTER reviewing the Canvas post(s).

Students will be given one day per excused absence to turn in absent work on time. Mountain Ridge students have within the current

unit of study to turn in assigned work for full credit. However, students will have a minimum of a week to turn in assignments from

the assigned due date even if the unit is completed. The unit of study is established by the teacher and the Department on campus.

Recommended Supplies for this Course:

1. Your school issued iPad

2. Power cord and charging block

3. A stylus for writing on your iPad

4. Paper and pens

5. Apps needed: Canvas, Notability, Google Docs, Google Slides, Map Quiz

Classroom Expectations for Success:

1. Be respectful - Treat everyone with consideration in language and actions. Only speak when nobody else is speaking. Keep your

table and the classroom neat and clean. Respect our time together and do your personal business on your personal time (this

includes phone usage and bathroom). Keep food and drinks outside the classroom.

2. Be responsible - Arrive at class on time and with all necessary materials. Start work without prompting. Complete assignments

on time, ask questions for clarity, and stay aware of deadlines. Do your homework. Eliminate electronic distractions without

being told to do so.

3. Be involved - You are in charge of your own learning and engagement! Be an active participant so that your learning experience

is meaningful and memorable. Be active in discussions; ask questions, answer questions. Stay on task. Take notes. Use class time

efficiently.

All students will adhere to the DVUSD Student Norms in the DVUSD Students Rights and Responsibilities Handbook.

Integrity and Character Counts:

Integrity can be defined as: “How you act when no one is looking.” Students who choose to cheat/copy work from another students

and/or plagiarize will receive no credit for that work AND will receive an immediate referral to administration

If a student exhibits questionable or inappropriate behavior at any time, these procedures will be followed:

● Offense 1:  Discuss with student
● Offense 2:  Discuss again with student AND parent(s)
● Offense 3:  Referral to administration and possible removal from the class

*Egregious offenses may result in immediate removal and referral

The use of phones is NOT permitted during class. Please inform Mrs. King if there is an emergency situation.



Textbook:

Rubenstein, James M. AP Edition. The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography, 13th edition. Pearson Prentice Hall:

Upper Saddle River, NJ, 2019

For review, you may purchase your own textbooks from the following publishers: Princeton Review, Kaplan, Barrons, AMSCO

Report Cards:

In an effort to conserve resources and harness the capacity of our electronic grade reporting program (PowerSchool) district schools

will no longer print hard copies of report cards unless requested by individual parents. To request a hard copy of your student’s

report card, please contact the front office at 623-376-3000. To receive your PowerSchool login, please see the MRHS website.

Power School Online Access:

Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your PowerSchool access code. Access codes are available in the

Counseling Office or Front Desk Monday – Friday 7:00 AM– 3:30 PM. You may check student progress regularly on the Power School

site using the same login for one or more students. For Mountain Ridge parents/guardians without home computer access, a

computer with guest log-in capability is available in the Counseling Conference Room.

Academic Assistance/Office Hours:

In addition to the Academic Prep times built into our schedule each week, additional assistance/tutoring is provided on a weekly

basis both by MRHS and individually by instructors. These office hours will be announced each week. I also encourage your student

to write down these times each week in their Mountain Ridge app or personal calendar so that you are also aware of when your

student can receive assistance.

Daily Device Use (iPads):

Students should come to school with their iPads charged and ready to use in each class every day. Devices may not be used to record

or take photos of other people without their consent. Consequences for classroom disruptions and misuse of devices will follow a

progressive discipline model, beginning with a phone call home and progressing to office referrals for repeated or more serious

offenses. See the Student Rights and Responsibilities consequence chart in the handbook for more specific descriptions of infractions

and consequences.

Video Viewing:

Throughout the year, video clips must be viewed for analysis and discussion to fully grasp the themes and concepts of the curriculum.

There is no way to give a complete list of clips, given that new, valuable materials are constantly being produced while other media

may become inaccessible and thus be replaced.

- Ted Talks series

- National Geographic clips

- Vox Borders

- Vice News

- Crash Course (YouTube series)

- Ghosts of Rwanda (Frontline documentary)

- Inside North Korea (National Geographic

documentary)

- Rotten (various episodes Netflix

documentary series)

- American Factory (Netflix documentary)

- Period, End of Sentence (Netflix

documentary)

Movies/clips that feature themes and concepts central to the course that may

be shown post-AP exam include:

- Invictus (2009, PG-13)

- My Big Fat Greek Wedding (2002, PG)

- Slumdog Millionaire (2008, R)

- Outsourced (2006, PG-13)

- The Boy who Harnessed the Wind (2019, TV-PG)

- Rabbit Proof Fence (2002, PG)

- Hotel Rwanda (2004, PG-13)

- Whale Rider (2002, PG-13)

- Bend it Like Beckham (2002, PG-13)

- The Good Lie (2014, PG-13)

- Bridge of Spies (2015, PG-13)


